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   Ph.D. in philosophy, May 1994


         Yale University



   M.A. in philosophy, 1974


         Oxford University (Balliol College)



   B.A. in philosophy, politics, and economics 



   (first-class honors), 1968

Areas of Specialization

Continental Philosophy since Kant; History of Ethics and Social and Political Philosophy; the Platonic Tradition* 

*(Plato, Aristotle, Plotinus, Augustine, Eckhart, Cudworth, Hegel, Emerson, Green, Whitehead; plus Dante, Rumi, Marvell, Blake, Wordsworth, Rilke, Woolf, Eliot, et al.)

Areas of Competence

Ancient philosophy; Kant; ethics and social and political philosophy; philosophy of religion; existentialism; American philosophy; philosophy and literature. 

Publications

Book:

Hegel’s Philosophy of Reality, Freedom and God (Cambridge University Press, 2005)

Papers:

“Hegel and Kant on Theodicy, Evil, and Freedom,” International Yearbook of German Idealism/Internationales Jahrbuch des deutschen Idealismus 2007

“Hegel’s Refutation of Rational Egoism, in True Infinity and the Idea,” Cardozo Public Law, Policy, and Ethics Journal 3 (2004): 155-172

“Freiheit, Realität, und Gott-Welt-Verhältnis in Hegels Argument zur wahren Unendlichkeit,” Hegel-Jahrbuch 2003: 137-141

“Hegel on ‘Ethical Life’ and Social Criticism,” Journal of Philosophical Research  26 (2001): 571-591

“How Hegel Reconciles Private Freedom and Citizenship,” Journal of Political Philosophy 7:4 (December, 1999): 419-433

“Mutual Recognition and Ethics: A Hegelian Reformulation of the Kantian Argument for the Rationality of Morality,” American Philosophical Quarterly  32:3 (July 1995): 263-70

“Blumenberg’s Third Way, between Habermas and Gadamer,” in Dialectic and Narrative, eds. T. Flynn and D. Judowitz (SUNY Press, 1993), 185–96

“Hans Blumenberg on Descartes and Modernity,” Annals of Scholarship 5.1 (Fall 1987): 37–63

“A Reconciliation of Myth and Rationality,” Humanities 5 (February 1984): 6–8

“Progress, Secularization and Modernity,” New German Critique 22 (Winter 1981): 63–80

Translator’s introductions to Hans Blumenberg’s books:

The Legitimacy of the Modern Age (MIT Press, 1983 pp. xi–xxxi;

Work on Myth (MIT Press, 1985), pp. vii–xl; and 

The Genesis of the Copernican World (MIT Press, 1987), ix–xlviii

Translator’s introduction to Hans-Georg Gadamer, Plato’s Dialectical Ethics (Yale University Press, 1991), pp. ix–xxiii


Translations:


Books translated:


Hans Blumenberg, The Legitimacy of the Modern Age (MIT Press, 1983)


Hans Blumenberg, Work on Myth (MIT Press, 1985)


Hans Blumenberg, The Genesis of the Copernican World (MIT Press, 1987)


Hans-Georg Gadamer, Plato’s Dialectical Ethics (Yale University Press, 1991) 

Odo Marquard, Farewell to Matters of Principle (Oxford University Press, 1989), with the assistance of Susan Bernstein and James I. Porter


Odo Marquard, In Defense of the Accidental (Oxford University Press, 1991)

Reviews:

review of Paul Franco, Hegel’s Philosophy of Freedom, in Philosophical Review  110 (2001): 606-608

review of  Alan Patten, Hegel’s Idea of Freedom, in Mind 110 (2001): 254-257

review of John O’Neill, ed., Hegel’s Dialectic of Desire and Recognition: Texts and Commentary, in Ethics 109 (1998): 208

review of Terry Pinkard, Hegel’s Phenomenology, inEthics 107 (1996): 163-64


review of Michael Hardimon, Hegel’s Social Philosophy: The Project of Reconciliation, in Journal of the 
History of Philosophy  34 (1996): 128-29

Papers Presented or Accepted for Presentation (Selected)

“How Hegel Defends Kantian Freedom, by Reconceiving Its Relation to Being and Nature,” American Philosophical Association, Central Division, Cleveland, April 23-26, 2003*

“How Freedom Requires Welfare: Hegel’s Argument Against Libertarianism and for a Welfare State,” American Philosophical Association, Central Division, Chicago, May 6-9, 1998*

“Blumenberg and Ethics: Skepticism and Rhetoric Versus Knowledge and Freedom?” Conference on Hans Blumenberg, New York University, April 23-25, 1998

“How Freedom Requires Community (And What Kind of Community It Requires),” American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, Philadelphia, Dec. 29, 1997, and Twentieth World Congress of Philosophy, Boston, Aug. 10-16, 1998*

“Hegel versus Bernard Williams on Freedom and Selfhood,” at symposium on “Leading One’s Own Life: Autonomy, Identity, and the Good,” Washington University, St. Louis, March 15, 1997

“Freedom, Selfhood, and Practical Reason: A Hegelian Account,” American Philosophical Association, Central Division, Chicago, April 26, 1996 (Paul Franks responded)*

“Freedom, Selfhood, and Practical Reasoning: Williams, Frankfurt, Taylor, and Hegel,” Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee, Sept. 29, 1995

“Mutual Recognition and Ethics: A Hegelian Reformulation of the Kantian Argument for the Rationality of Morality,” American Philosophical Association, Central Division, Chicago, April 28, 1995 (William Schroeder responded)*

*blind reviewed

Invited Comments

Invited comments on Andrew Buchwalter’s “Constitutionalism and Constitutional Politics in Rawls and Hegel,” American Philosophical Association, Central Division, Pittsburgh, April 26, 1997

Invited comments on papers on Hans Blumenberg by Bruce Krajewski and David Adams, American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, Minneapolis, April 26, 1990

Invited comments on papers on Blumenberg by David Adams and Thomas Nolden, Modern Language Association, Washington, D.C., December 30, 1989

Invited response to papers by Stephen F. Brown, Ernest L. Fortin, and Richard Kennington on Blumenberg’s Legitimacy of the Modern Age, American Political Science Association, September 4, 1988

Invited response to papers by John Murdoch and Edward Mahoney on Blumenberg’s Legitimacy of the Modern Age, American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, Washington, D.C., December 1987 

Teaching Experience


University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Fall 2006: Instructor


Phil. 217, Metaphysics (Plato; philosophical theology)


Colgate University, 1999-2002: Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy


Phil. 201, Introduction to Philosophical Problems


Phil. 213, Ethics


Phil. 301, Plato and Aristotle


Phil. 304, Kant and Nineteenth-Century Philosophy

Core 151, Western Traditions (Homer, Sophocles, Plato, Bible, Augustine, Qur’an)

Core 152, The Challenge of Modernity (Kant, Darwin, Freud, Nietzsche, Marx, DuBois, Woolf, Webern, Manet)


University of Pennsylvania, 1998-9: Lecturer in Philosophy


Phil. 001, Introduction to Philosophy (seminar);


Phil. 379, Marx, Mill, and Hegel (major seminar);


PPE/Phil. 008, The Social Contract (lecture course: 78 students);


Phil. 578, Topics in Political Philosophy: Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (graduate seminar)

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1994-7: Bradley Foundation Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University Honors Program

Honors 200 seminar, The Greeks on Nature, Justice, and the Soul;

Honors 200 seminar, Mind, Body, Freedom, and Science;

Honors 200 and Phil. 381, Happiness, Freedom, and Morality (Hobbes, Mill, Aristotle, Kant, Nietzsche, Hegel);

Phil. 433, Kant and Hegel (Groundwork, selections from Critique of Pure Reason, Encyclopedia Logic, Philosophy of Right, and Phenomenology of Spirit);

Organized “Coffee Colloquium” speaker series, 1995-7
​ 


Cornell University, 1993-4: Freshman Writing 

Seminars (Philosophy 100), Is It Rational to be Moral?

Goddard College, Plainfield, Vermont, 1969–72:  instructor in philosophy and psychology

Grants Received

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Fellowship, 2002-2003, to complete manuscript on Hegel’s Theory of Freedom, In His Logic and His System

American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellowship to work on book manuscript on Hegel, 7/97-12/97 

National Endowment for the Humanities translation grants for: 

Blumenberg’s Work on Myth, Genesis of the Copernican World,  and Die Lesbarkeit der Welt 

(I declined this grant), and Gadamer’s Plato’s Dialectical Ethics
Foreign Languages


German (fluent); French (reading); some Greek
Non-Academic Employment

Human services organizing; citizen action organizing; translating of contemporary German philosophical works (Blumenberg, Gadamer, Marquard) for publication
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Doctoral Dissertation 

“Autonomy and the Agent’s Final End: Hegel’s Reformulation of Kant’s Argument for the Rationality of Morality” (Cornell, 1994)

Dissertation Committee

Allen W. Wood (chair), T. H. Irwin, Richard W. Miller

Current Research


1. My book, Hegel’s Philosophy of Reality, Freedom and God, was published by Cambridge University Press in 2005. An ACLS Fellowship in 1997 and an NEH Fellowship in 2002-2003 supported my work on it. I published material generated in the course of the work in American Philosophical Quarterly, Journal of Political Philosophy, Journal of Philosophical Research, and Hegel-Jahrbuch. 

The book deals with Hegel’s metaphysics and philosophy of mind, his philosophical theology, and aspects of his social and political philosophy. All of these center and are based on his theory of freedom. In the Science of Logic, Hegel shows how the sort of freedom that Kant thought could only be accommodated in a realm or a point of view that is entirely separate from the realm or point of view of nature, can in fact be understood as intimately related (though not reducible) to nature. 

In this way, Hegel presents, first, a form of “compatibilism” about freedom and responsibility that overcomes the major problems that are widely perceived in Kant’s treatment of freedom, and complements recent broadly “rationalist” work on these topics by philosophers such as Charles Taylor, Gary Watson, Susan Wolf, and John Martin Fischer. 

Secondly, Hegel’s account of this relationship between freedom and nature, which he calls “true infinity,” is also the central feature of his little-understood and extremely significant philosophical theology. Hegel’s theology finds significant truths both in traditional theism—namely, the necessity of transcending nature—and in Enlightenment naturalism—namely, the necessity of free inquiry—and shows how these truths go together, since real transcendence has to embody free inquiry. So the ongoing intellectual warfare between theism and naturalism is based on dogmatism and misunderstanding, on both sides. None of the several recent books in English on Hegel’s theory of freedom deal with his arguments in the Science of Logic; nor does any recent publication on his philosophical theology explain how Hegel’s theology supersedes the ongoing debate between theism and naturalism. 

The third issue that the book illuminates is Hegel’s demonstration that this freedom is by its nature shared with others, rather than egoistic. This demonstration depends upon his philosophical theology, but does not rely in any way on the authority of a special revelation or of divine commands, and thus among modern treatments of this issue (such as those of Hobbes, Hume and Kant) it represents a generally unrecognized, and very significant alternative. 

Hegel’s social and political philosophy, similarly, represents a little-known option insofar as it shows us how to identify and take seriously the kernel of truth in communitarianism, but without abandoning liberal individualism’s focus on individual freedom; and how to reconcile modern private freedom with the “republican” ideal of public-spirited citizenship. All of these are accomplishments that aren’t duplicated in the main tradition of modern liberalism, from Locke through Rousseau and John Stuart Mill to John Rawls. 

Finally, in the course of clarifying Hegel’s conception of “true infinity” the book also explains the nature of his controversial and little-understood “idealism,” and his even more controversial and even less understood “dialectic,” including the doctrine of the “contradictory” nature of reality. I show that Hegel’s dialectic and his doctrine of contradiction can’t be separated from his idealism and his conceptions of freedom and God, because the former are simply ways of articulating and expressing the latter. 

Here are some quotes from reviews of my book.

“This is a terrific book. … A highly important contribution … it traces the roots of Hegel’s political thought more intensively, deeply and persuasively than any other work with which I am familiar . . . a careful and quite compelling analysis of Hegel’s concept of political and moral freedom…. I find the account entirely persuasive and, indeed, exciting, not only in itself but in its theoretical upshots…. A very important book, must reading for students of Hegel’s political thought.” Prof. Peter Steinberger, Reed College, in Review of Metaphysics June 2007: 890-892.

“A difficult but important book. [Wallace’s] work on the logic … is textually based, in dialogue with contemporary European and American scholarship, and original … . [It is] impressive … provocative, challenging, and worthy of the strenuous effort reading it requires.” Prof. Robert R. Williams, University of Illinois at Chicago, in Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, Jan. 14, 2006.

“Wallace’s book stands as a lucid introduction to Hegel’s idealist system of philosophy in the form of a vigorous and clear-headed exposition of the key positions of the Science of Logic. … [It] stands in the forefront of contemporary efforts to bring Hegel’s teaching into conversation with the ways that analytic philosophers address the dualisms that lurk among the problems of metaphysics.” Prof. Richard Crouter, Carleton College, in German Studies Review 2006: 454-455.

2. Most recently, I have completed a book manuscript for general and academic readers entitled The God of Love, Science, and Inner Freedom. 

Summarizing the argument of my Hegel book and adding an account of Plato, this book reconciles religion and science, the heart and the head. It defends the inner truth of religion and Plato/Hegel “idealism” against modern critics like Marx, Nietzsche, Freud, Bertrand Russell, Richard Dawkins, and Sam Harris. At the same time, it defends “reason” against many of its critics, by showing that when it’s understood as it is by Plato and Hegel—as integral to freedom, love and God—reason is more inspiring than any mere dogma or mere religious “feeling” could be.

